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Upcoming PTO 
Sponsored Events… 

 

STEM Night 
March 20th 

 
Appreciation Luncheon 

May 5th 
Sponsored by the Kindergarten 

Melanie Healey to contact class parents in 
coming weeks with more information 

 
Upcoming Enrichment Activities… 
 
April 14 Second Grade experience Chinese 
Ribbon Dancing 
 
April 17 Third Grade to Boston Tea Party 
Museum 
 
“The Boston Tea Party – the single most important 
event leading up to the American Revolution” 
  
"The Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum provides a 
unique immersion and experience in history by 
representing a key time in history (from 1773 to1775), 
through live actors, high-tech interactive exhibits, 
authentically restored tea ships and an award-winning 
multisensory documentary, Let it Begin Here. The 
Museum tells the story of the Boston Tea Party and 
immediate aftermath that led to the beginning of the 
American Revolution.” 

2nd Annual STEM Night 
 

The Essex Elementary PTO will be hosting its 
second annual Family STEM night on Friday, 
March 20 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm. During this free 
event, students will have an opportunity to walk 
through a 43-foot inflatable humpback whale, 
follow the migration of local osprey  “Flow” 
to Cuba, program a Lego monkey to play the 
drums, build a tower to lift a mini figure to 
safety, and much, much more. Also, back by 
popular demand, the Take Apart Room where 
children have the opportunity to take apart 
various appliances and explore the inner-
workings.  Presenters include Club Invention, 
STEM Beginnings, MIT Society of Women 
Engineers, Mathnasium, iRobot, Maritime 
Gloucester, Artbotics, Jeffery Bodmer-Turner 
and many, many more. A complete list and 
description of the activities is listed on the 
Essex PTO website (www.essexpto.com). 
 

Please join us! 
 

Next PTO Meeting… 
 

Monday, April 6th from 6:30-8:00pm 
 

*Please note the May PTO meeting will not be 
held the first Monday as it conflicts with the 

Essex Town Meeting.  This meeting will be held 
the following week on May 11th. 

 
PTO Opportunities… 

 

Enrichment Coordinator:  Opportunity to 
shadow Sarah Wolf this year; open next 
academic year 2015-2016; get to spend the 
funds we raise for all the wonderful activities we 
sponsor at EES  
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THE ONLINE AUCTION IS NEARLY 
HERE - ARE YOU READY? 
 

- Do you have your tickets for the Down River 
Raffle? Email essexptoauction@gmail.com to 
reserve your $50 tickets for a chance to win a 
boat package worth over $8000!  
 

- While you’re at it, remember to reserve your 
tickets for our That’s A Wrap Pick-Up Party! 
Join us to collect your winnings from the auction 
and celebrate with appetizers, music, and a 
cash bar on April 10, 7-10pm at the Waterline 
Center at the Essex Shipbuilding Museum. 
Tickets are $20 and can be reserved by 
emailing essexptoauction@gmail.com. 
 

- We NEED donations to the online auction! We 
are heading into the home stretch now and 
need your help to make it a success! Check 
your email for a link to our donation Sign-Up 
Genius or use the form on the back of this letter 
and offer up whatever floats your boat! 
 

- If you’d like to help with the Pick-Up Party, 
please contact Diane Corrao! 

Special thanks go out to J. Barrett & Company 
for their exclusive sponsorship of the online 
auction! 
 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING TO MAKE 
THIS A SUCCESS! 

CROSBY’S MARKET RECEIPTS 
 

We would like to thank all the parents and 
supporters who have been saving their Crosby's 
receipts this year. Each time you shop at the 
store and submit your register receipts, EES 
earns credits towards free educational 
equipment and supplies.  
 

The program only runs until March 31, so keep 
shopping this month and send in receipts with 
your child.  
 

Please send in all receipts by Monday, April 
6 in order to ensure they will be 
included.  Thank you! 
 

Brooke Hammon Friedrich, Coordinator 
bhfriedrich@hotmail.com 
 

 
 
 
2nd Grade Visit to PEM 
by Bethany Jay 
 

On a snowy day in February (was there a day 
that was NOT snowy in February?), the second 
graders made at trip to the Peabody Essex 
Museum in Salem, Massachusetts. At the 
center of their experience was a guided tour of 
the historic Yin Yu Tang house. This Chinese 
house, owned and occupied by the Huang 
family for more than two centuries, exemplifies 
Chinese traditions and customs. Our second 
graders learned much about Chinese culture 
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from their visit to the Yin Yu Tang house. The 
students were particularly interested in the open 
courtyard, especially on the snowy day that we 
visited. Discussions about this open 
architectural plan allowed students to consider 
the difference between Salem's climate and that 
of southeastern China. Students were also 
excited by the pools at the center of the 
courtyard - complete with live carp. Together 
with the tour guide, our second graders 
considered the symbolic significance of carp in 
Chinese culture and the practical use for these 
pools to extinguish house fires.  
 

The Yin Yu Tang house's presence in Salem 
also represents that city's historic connections 
with China. Salem was the center of the historic 
China Trade that dominated international 
commerce at the turn of the nineteenth century. 
In fact, during one year, the taxes collected 
from Chinese imports at the port of Salem 
accounted for 5% of the national treasury! 
Students discussed these historic connections 
by examining Chinese trade goods. Our group 
spent a lot of time looking at the sculptures of 
"Mr. Nobody," the first Chinese porcelain figure 
made to look like a European. Students also 
had time to look for Chinese symbols among 
the impressive collection of porcelain, furniture, 
and artwork that make up the PEM's Chinese 
Export Art collection.  
 

After a brief lunch, our second graders had time 
to visit the Art & Nature Discovery Center. 
These interactive galleries gave students time 
to play music, create new animals from blocks, 
and build simple machines - they loved it.  
 

Opportunities to experience history and culture 
outside of the classroom have a big impact on 

students. I am glad that the PTO could support 
this wonderful trip for the kids in 2B and 2S! 
 

 

 
 
 
Scholastic Book Fair a Success! 
by Sue Hardy 

 

Running a book fair fundraiser requires a 
large amount of manpower and trying to 
execute one without that would be like trying to 
fish without a hook – or a net, rod, and reel! Our 
fishing trip ‘Under the Sea’ went really well! We 
couldn’t have done it without all of our 
volunteers. Helping set up were Carina 
Marshall, Kathy Goldman, and Karen Bell. 
Cashiers and sales associates were Kathy 
McKinnon, Carolyn Cassidy, Melanie Healy, 
Carina, Karen, Sarah Wolfe, Nadine Altieri, 
Diane Corrao, Jen Bappe, Kristin Bixby, Marla 
Royle, Patty Roundy, Stacie, Megan Ghirardi 
and Sandra Fitzgerald. Breakdown went quickly 
and smoothly, thanks to Karen and son Connor, 
Patty, Ryan Field, Stacie and Brian Hardy 
(A.K.A. Mr. Hardy). A key role in all of this work 
is that of the co-chairs. Although you didn’t see 
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her working at the fair, Beth O’Neill did quite a 
bit in preparation for the fair. Karen was 
instrumental in her volunteer management 
during the fair.  

 

The fair was a great success: we 
surpassed last year’s total in sales and for ‘All 
for Books’. We were able to get books into kids’ 
hands that otherwise wouldn’t have been able 
to make a purchase. With the profits we were 
able to give all the classroom teachers books 
for their libraries – including the reading room. 
There are still funds available for the teachers 
to pick from Scholastic’s resource catalog. 
Provided you are reading this before the 
deadline, you can still make purchases that will 
be credited to our fair! Go to 
www.scholastic.com/fair and make a purchase 
by Tuesday, March 24th. Shipping here to the 
school is free. 

 

After serving for a number of years, Beth 
and Karen are stepping down. Please join me in 
thanking them for all of their efforts. Kathy 
McKinnon has agreed to step into the role next 
year! See you then! 

 

 
 

BOXTOPS 
Patty Rogers, Coordinator 

 

Please clip the Boxtops and submit them by 
putting them in your child’s backpack folder.  

Please label sheet or baggies with your child’s 
name, grade and teacher.   

 

 
Please check us out & 

stay connected by 
visiting our 

NEW WEBSITE: 
www.essexpto.com  

 
 

The EES PTO board, 
Stacie Capotosto, President 
Kendra Dott, Vice President 

Michelle Campagna, Treasurer 
Kathleen McKinnon, Secretary 

Sarah Wolf, Enrichment Coordinator 
Deanna Pierpan, Volunteer Coordinator 


