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NEXT MEETING 
Feb. 5, 2018 
 at 6:30pm 

WHAT’S THE HAPS? 
MESSY ART NIGHT  |  January 26 

EES Cafeteria  |  5:00 - 7:00pm  

SCHOOL COUNCIL SURVEY  |  January 22-29 
Online survey  |  Email to come 

TEACHER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 
  February 13 |  Grades 2 and 4 

EES Teachers’ Lounge  |  SignUp Genius to come 

BOOK FAIR  |  March 1 - 2 
EES Library  |  Times to come 

ONLINE AUCTION  |  March 27 - April 5 
Online, obviously  |  Details to come 

STEM Night  |  March 30 
EES |  5:00 - 7:30pm  

Be on the lookout for the School Council Survey!  
You will receive an email from Dr. Roberts with the link 

when the survey goes live on Monday, January 22.  
The survey will be live from January 22 - January 29.  

Please participate - make your voice heard! 

~ Join our Facebook page for most recent updates and info ~ 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL 
SCOOP 

PARENT REP NEEDED 
With the sad news that the Pierpan 
family is moving, we have an 
opening on School Council to fill. 
Technically, the person would only 
be filling her seat for the remainder 
of this year, but it would be ideal to 
have someone who is interested in 
serving the following term of two 
years as well. School Council meets 
on the first Monday of the month 
from 3:15pm - 4:15pm. Borrowing 
from our sister school, MMES, 
here’s a description:  

“Under the guidelines of The Education 
Reform Act of 1993, public schools must 

organize a school council to develop annual 
School Improvement Plans. This council is 

comprised of an administrator, parent 
representatives, teacher representatives, and 
a community representative...This is a great 

opportunity for parents, teachers, and 
community members to get involved in 

decisions and initiatives at [Essex 
Elementary School].” 

So there it is. If you are interested in 
serving, please email 
essexelementarypto@gmail.com. 
The election will be held at our next 
PTO meeting on Feb. 5, 6:30pm in 
the Teachers’ Lounge, to either vote 
between candidates, ratify election 
of a single candidate, or beg 
someone to fill the role. See you 
there! 

FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
It’s all about the Benjamins, baby 

Restaurant Night - ¡Que fiesta! 
Restaurant night at Jalapeños was a huge success! Between the generous  
10% of all sales and the 50/50 raffle, EES PTO earned a whopping $600.13! 
That makes this by far our most successful restaurant night ever.  
Thank you to all who came, and BIG thanks go out to Kathy McKinnon,  
whose baby this was from the start. Great idea, and great job! 

Annual Appeal - Results are appealing 
Huge thanks go out to everyone who has donated to our annual appeal 
(remember, that straightford plea for cash that we sent out just before 
Thanksgiving)! We have raised just over $4200 of our $5000 goal so far! 
Of course, it’s never too late to cut a check, put it in an envelope labeled 
“PTO”  and send it to school in your child’s backpack. Every cent we raise 
goes to enriching the EES student and family experience, so BIG thanks to all 
who have contributed! Thank you, EES families! 

Online Auction - Coming your way 
We are now officially into what we at EES PTO fondly refer to as “Auction 
Season,” which is the full quarter of a year we devote to planning and pulling 
off our biggest fundraiser. You’ll hear from us more from January through 
mid-April than any other time all year, and far more than anyone will want to. 
We don’t do it intentionally, but we also don’t mind over-communication 
here; this one fundraiser brings in literally 1/3 of our annual budget, so it’s 
kind of our job to be all over it. There are LOADS of ways to help out and be 
involved, so be in touch if you’d like to help, but the most important thing will 
be to bid, bid, bid, so start working on ideas for a clever auction handle. Heads 
up, “Dogzilla” has a negative connotation with it for past bad auction etiquette 
(i.e., outbidding me on every. single. thing.), so maybe don’t choose that.  

Boxtops and Tapes for Education - Keep ‘em coming! 
Yes, we are still collecting Boxtops and Crosby’s receipts! Again, use the 
magic of the backpack - an envelope labeled “PTO” will get to us, so please 
keep sending them! 

www.essexpto.com   |  www.facebook.com/groups/essexpto   |  www.mersd.org 

http://www.essexpto.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/essexpto
http://www.mersd.org/
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January 26, 2018 | 5:00 - 7:00pm  | EES Cafeteria 

This event always draws  a big crowd - be sure to come!

Want to help? Sign-Up Genius link in Mrs. Randall’s Thursday email. 

*Pun credit: Chrissy Twombly

EES FAMILY DIRECTORY UPDATE 
We know that some of you are wondering where the EES directory is - especially those of you who filled out the 
form. Well, the thing is, not that many people did. And it’s really not a directory if it doesn’t contain most of the 
families. So...not this year. We’re looking at other ways to have a directory that protects families’ privacy but is also 
useful. Have ideas? We’d like to hear them! We will get started on next year’s directory before this year is over, 
though, so if you’d like to help out, let us know. Thank you for understanding!  

www.essexpto.com   |  www.facebook.com/groups/essexpto   |  www.mersd.org 

http://www.essexpto.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/essexpto
http://www.mersd.org/
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What can we ...YOU’RE 
say except... WELCOME 

RECENTLY FUNDED BY EES PTO 
Backyard Growers program for whole school 

Legoland Trip for 1st grade 
Folk music unit with Daisy Nell for 2nd grade 

Snap Circuits for Mrs. Curcuru’s 3rd grade class 
Lexington Symphony trip for 4th grade 

New rug as alternate seating for Mr. Skiba’s 5th grade class 
Ballroom dance unit with Miss Tina for 5th grade 

Composer-in-Residence unit for 5th grade 

HEY, WHAT ABOUT_________? 

At our last PTO meeting, a couple parents brought up a question about how enrichment dollars are spent: who 
decides which programs are worth doing, and which ones should be left behind? The simple answer is that the 
teachers make these decisions, and we foot the bill. Our new Enrichment Coordinator, Letizia Donati (welcome, and 
thank you!!!), works with the teachers to give ideas and to help plan the logistics, but in the end, it is the teachers 
who determine what will enrich their curriculum. We can’t force them to take a field trip somewhere or bring in a 
specific program, nor would we want to.

That said… 

We realized during our discussion that there are trips and programs that have become tradition  and are now an 
anticipated part of the EES experience. Parents look forward to their kids going to certain places, and siblings can’t 
wait for their turn. This is so ingrained in our EES family culture that people are understandably bummed if changes 
are made and those things don’t happen. This is fundamentally an issue of communication, and we want to open up 
a dialogue to address it. 

So tell us: what are the programs and trips that you have come to expect during your child’s time at EES? 
Yes, we are open to new ideas, but right now we are looking to identify a core group of experiences that have 
become tradition over time and that people really want to see continue (or understand why if they don’t). Please 
share! There will be a discussion thread on our Facebook page on Friday, but you are welcome to privately email as 
well at essexelementarypto@gmail.com . We look forward to hearing from you on this! 

www.essexpto.com   |  www.facebook.com/groups/essexpto   |  www.mersd.org 
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