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Next PTO Meeting… 
 

Monday, June 1st from 6:30-8:00pm 
 

Upcoming PTO 
Sponsored Events… 

 

Grades 4-5 will have a kite workshop with Archie 
Stewart on May 28. The Spaulding Education 
Fund makes this event possible. The Kite 
Education Workshop with Archie Stewart is an 
interactive presentation that engages students in 
learning the history and science of kites. It 
provides a formal introduction to kites and kite 
building, incorporating a unique hands on method 
of teaching the arts, science, math, history and 
geography with a kite background. Students will 
build and fly their own creations. 
 
Grade 1 will participate in a Rocky Shore 
Explore Program through Endicott College, funded 
by the Manchester Essex Conservation 
Trust. What species live on the rocky shore? Do 
they live closer to the water, or further away? 
Using scientific protocol students will 
investigate these questions. 
 

Grade 1 will also have a visit from the New 
England Aquarium to explore Tide Pools: Using 
guided imagery, a child-size costume and live 
animals, students will explore and interact with 
local tide pool animals while learning basic biology 
and anatomy. 
 
K and 4 will have visits from the Acton Discovery 
Museum on June 17 
 
K: “Bubbles” How long does a bubble last?  What 
shape do bubbles form? Can you put your hand 
through a giant "bubble window"? Challenge what 
you think you know about bubbles. **Requires 
easy access to running water 
 
4: “Electromagnets” Discover the connection 
between magnetic and electrical energy. Following 
an opportunity to explore with and review basic 
magnetism, work in teams to build simple 
electromagnets. Test the strength of the 
electromagnets, graph your results, and learn 
how electricity can be used to create a strong 
magnet. 
 

PTO Opportunities… 
 

Boxtops Coordinator:  Open for the next 
academic year 2015-2016 
 
Enrichment Coordinator:  Position open 
for academic year 2015-2016; allocates the 
funds the PTO raises for all the wonderful 
enrichment activities sponsored by the PTO 
at EES  
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Recent Enrichment Events… 
 
The 2nd graders were quite 
busy in April! 
by Finella Williams 
(Mom to Jackson and Thomas) 
 

First, a visit from author, Giles LaRoche 
 

The 2nd graders got to see the inspiring work 
that goes into making one of Giles 
LaRoche’s truly awesome books.  Mr. 
LaRoche brought in several original pieces 
of his latest publication, “If you Lived here: 
Houses of the World”.  Every original 
illustration shown to the children involved 
many stages of drawing, cutting, painting, 
and gluing.   Mr. LaRoche then conducted a 
workshop in each classroom demonstrating 
how these lively illustrations can be made.  
The kids and Mr. LaRoche got busy with 
making homes of their choice by cutting, 
ripping and gluing – they loved it!   I believe 
you can still view these original works of art 
at the school. 
 

Later in April…Chinese Ribbon Dance at 
Essex Elementary! 
 

This event tied into the 2nd graders’ study of 
China in February.  Due to the snow storms 
that month, this program was pushed out to 
April but boy were we glad it happened!  
Chiao Bin Huang was graceful and 
absolutely wonderful with the children.   
 

Chiao Bin Huang took the stage first and 
danced beautifully as the Chinese music 
played.   After her dance, long, colorful 
ribbons were passed to each child as they 
were asked what their favorite thing to do is.  
Now imagine doing that and just dance and 
move freely.  The kids had a blast!   There 
was definitely an enjoyment of freedom as 
the children moved and danced around the 
café’.  She showed them that the quick and 
the sharp movement of the hands make the 
ribbon flutter.  This added beauty and charm 
to the dance.   The children learned that the 
Chinese Ribbon art is an expression of art 
and that it represents a part of the Chinese 
rich culture and history. 
 

Please visit essexpto.com for pictures of 
these two great enrichment programs! 
 

Because of our great PTO, these two 
programs were able to happen at Essex 
Elementary!  Thank you PTO for all that you 
do! 
 
 
The Boston Tea Party Museum 
by Kathleen Goldman 
 
On Friday, April 17, the Third Grade went 
into Boston for a pre-Spring Vacation day of 
learning and fun.  The first stop was the Old 
South Meeting House where the colonists 
gathered on December 16, 1773 to debate 
what should be done with the taxed tea that 
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was sitting on ships in Boston Harbor.  The 
students learned that the some of the 
colonists left the meeting and dumped the 
tea in the harbor, an event historically 
known as the Boston Tea Party.  The Third 
Graders followed in the colonists’ footsteps 
and after leaving the Old South Meeting 
House, went to The Boston Tea Party Ships 
and Museum.  There the students got to 
partake in a re-enactment of the debate that 
took place at the Old South Meeting House 
and to go on board replicas of the Boston 
Tea Party Ships and dump "tea" into the 
harbor.  They all had a wonderful time, 
asked lots of great questions and learned 
more about American Colonial History and 
the important role Boston's citizens played 
in the beginnings of the American 
Revolution.  Thank you to the PTO for 
funding this trip and for all its support in 
helping our children learn and grow! 

 
Please check us out & 

stay connected by 
visiting our 
WEBSITE: 

www.essexpto.com  
 
 

 
 

Thank you and best wishes 
from the EES PTO board, 

 
Stacie Capotosto, President 
Kendra Dott, Vice President 

Michelle Campagna, Treasurer 
Kathleen McKinnon, Secretary 

Sarah Wolf, Enrichment Coordinator 
Deanna Pierpan, Volunteer Coordinator 

 
 
 

 
 

Honoring those who have served. 
 


