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Next PTO Meeting… 
 

Monday, November 2nd at 6:30pm 
 

Save the Dates… 
 

Back By Popular Demand 
2nd Annual Hoedown 
Friday, October 16th 

from 6-7:30pm 
in the EES cafeteria 

Come enjoy the live music of 
Daisy Nell, Captain Stan, Pat Conlon, 
Dusty Clampitt, Jack Schwartz and 
Dimitri Eleftherakis and folk dance 

at this free PTO event! 
 

  
and… 

Faculty Appreciation Luncheon 
Sponsored by the grades 1 and 5 

Tuesday, October 20th  

Fall Appeal 
Thank you! Thank you! 
Stacie Capotosto, PTO President 
 

So, have you all seen the PTA “Alternative 
Fundraiser” form gone viral on social 
media? The one that reads, “I do not want to 
hit up friends, family, or co-workers, so here 
is the money I would have spent buying 
wrapping paper.” Love it! Truth is this has 
been the mission statement behind Essex 
PTO’s Fall Appeal for years! I have all the 
magazine subscriptions I want and I 
certainly do not need an enormous tin of 
kettle corn. The truth behind these 
fundraisers is that a huge chunk of the 
money you, your friends, and your family 
donate goes to the outside fundraising 
company, not your PTO.  We hope 100% of 
our families will give, any amount, to our Fall 
Appeal. We promise 100% of your tax-
deductible donation will go to enriching your 
child’s elementary experience. Do you have 
grandparents or family members that would 
like to donate? We would gratefully accept a 
donation in any amount. Send a check in 
your child’s backpack in an envelope 
marked “PTO” or use PayPal by visiting the 
PTO website and clicking on “Donate 
Today". 
 

All monies raised cover the costs of field 
trips, in-school enrichment programs, library 
books, technology improvements, 
playground supplies, and teachers’ 
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classroom books and reimbursements. 
Read along in this newsletter to see what 
other incredible things your donations pay 
for! 
 

Thank you for your support of our school 
and the Essex Elementary PTO. 
 
 
Faculty Appreciation Luncheons 
Melanie Healey, Chair 
 

We have changed the format of the 
luncheons this year. So here’s what you 
need to know: 
 

1) There will only be three.  We are 
combining grades, two per luncheon, for a 
total of three luncheons this academic year.  
 

2) Dates: 
Tuesday, October 20th, grades 1 and 5 
Tuesday, February 9th, grades 2 and 4 
Tuesday, May 3rd, grades K and 3 
 

3) A Signup Genius email will be sent out to 
families 1-2 weeks ahead of the luncheon 
date for volunteers and food. The parents 
for grades 1 and 5 can expect to receive this 
the beginning of next week for our fall 
harvest themed luncheon. 
 

Thank you in advanced for your 
participation! 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy as a Clam    
Kristin Bixby, Chair   
 

The 8th annual Happy as a Clam Race was 
a huge success!  September 18 proved to 
be a beautiful late summer evening and we 
had a record turn out of runners and great 
participation from the students of 
EES!  Congratulations to Ms. Stanley's 
Second Graders for winning the first Clam 
Cup with over 65% of their class 
participating in the race.  With the help of 
our corporate sponsors we were able to 
raise over $4,000 that will go directly to 
funding enriching and educational 
opportunities for the kids of EES.  Thank 
you to everyone who came out and made 
the race a success, we look forward to doing 
it again next year! 
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Have you heard of a buddy bench? 
 
 

 
 
 

A buddy bench is designed to have a spot in 
the playground where students can sit to let 
peers know they are ready to play and want 
to engage with others in an activity. This 
was created to promote inclusion and 
kindness with the hope of decreasing 
loneliness and fostering friendships. The 
PTO is funding a bench for our school. This 
is true parent/faculty collaboration. What a 
fantastic idea brought forth to the PTO by 
our innovative and caring EES staff. Stay 
tuned for the roll out! Contact Lisa Randall 
for further details.  
 
 
EES 2nd Graders go to the 
Butterfly Place 
Stacie Capotosto, 2nd Grade Parent 
Chaperone 
 

Our 2nd grade classes visited the Butterfly 
Place in Westford, Massachusetts last 
week.  As part of Essex Elementary Parent 
Teacher Organization’s enrichment 
program, Mr. Burnett and Ms. Stanley’s 

classes spent the day studying and 
interacting with over 25 different species of 
butterflies imported from around the world.  
This field trip followed up on an in-classroom 
science project involving the development, 
hatching and release of Painted Lady 
butterflies.  
 

The students began their visit with a brief 
film about the butterfly’s life cycle, they then 
broke up into groups to investigate the 
various exhibits. The highlight was the 
indoor garden under a large glass 
temperature controlled dome. In this 
beautiful, humid room hundreds of 
butterflies fly around beautiful flowers and 
plants. It was amazing to see butterflies, 
large and small, up close, and so thrilling 
when they landed on the students! 
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How iPads are Utilized at EES 
Dr. B-T, Technology Integration Specialist 
 

This fall the Essex Elementary PTO has 
provided our students with a 30 new iPads 
with Mobile charging station, which can be 
moved to any classroom in the building. This 
donation comes to the school community at 
a time when we have been experiencing a 
surge of innovative technology-based 
curriculum at all grade levels combined with 
limited resources. Last year twelve 
classroom teachers and six specialists were 
competing for the twenty-eight iPads 
available for student use. With the new iPad 
cart the Essex PTO has opened gateway 
such that the 2nd and 3rd grade can share 
iPads for Math Stations at the same time 
that the 4th grade is using the new PTO cart 
to create animations for their social studies 
project. 
 

iPads are easy to use and engage our 
young students by giving them the 
opportunity to collaborate, to design, and to 
create projects that were previously 
inconceivable.  For example, our students in 
the 5th grade read fiction books in pairs and 
then discussed the important characters, 
dilemmas, high points, and resolutions that 
formed the plot of their books. Based on 
summaries of these points, they used the 
iMovie App in the iPads to create a book 
trailer (similar to a movie trailer) to describe 
the book so that other students could view 

their clip and decide whether they wanted to 
read that book as well. Some students went 
the next step and read books for 1st and 2nd 
grade level. These trailers are being 
attached to the library catalog so that 
younger students can view them. Creating 
the trailers for these early readers helps to 
engage other students in the school in 
reading.  
 

There are so many examples of the 
transformation of our grade-level and 
specialist curriculum utilizing the apps 
available on iPads. Our teachers are coming 
up with ideas all the time and now, thanks to 
this generous donation, they have access to 
the resources to implement their plans 
across the grade levels. Thank you to all the 
parents who made this possible. Essex 
Teachers love our PTO. 
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Looking to get involved?  The PTO 
has the following open positions.  
Some are for one-time events.  
Please contact Stacie Capotosto at 
teamcapo@mac.com if you are 
interested. 
 
Restaurant Night Out Coordinator – 
This is event is held at a local 
establishment usually in November; the 
coordinator books the date and 
coordinates the event 
 
STEM Night Co-chair –  
Work in a partnership with Rebecca 
Davis to organize, coordinate and run 
this great evening of science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics 
 
January Fun Night Chair(s) – 
Plan and coordinate this Friday 
evening event; last year we had 
Marvelous Marvin Mathblast; The 
activity for this year to be chosen by 
you! 
 

Remember you can also support 
EES by sending in your Crosby’s 

receipts and Box Tops! 
 

 
 

 
 

Check us out, get updates & 
stay connected by visiting 

our WEBSITE: 
 

www.essexpto.com  
 

Happy Fall from 
the EES PTO board, 

 

Stacie Capotosto, President 
Kendra Dott, Vice President 

Michelle Campagna, Treasurer 
Kathleen McKinnon, Secretary 

Chrissie Twombly, Media Coordinator 
Deanna Pierpan, Enrichment Coordinator  


