
	  	  

PTO Meeting Minutes 

December 1, 2014 

Attendees:   

Stacie Capotosto, Kendra Dott, Kathy McKinnon, Sarah Wolf, Jennifer Roberts, Michelle Campagna, Rachel Ragenstose, 
Heather McClelland, Deanna Pierpan, Melissa Glorieux, Carleen Thurlow, Carol Mondello, Theresa Whitman 

Welcome/Introductions: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:37pm.  Attendees introduced themselves.  

Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes: 

A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the November 3, 2014 PTO meeting. 

Principal’s Update:  

Dr. Roberts shared her excitement over spending the holiday with her first grandchild and thanked the PTO for their 
efforts on the creating and supporting the Gaga Pit.  She stated the kids have been enjoying this new addition to the play 
yard. 

Dr. Roberts provided an update on new innovations and activities at EES, and stated some teachers were implementing 
the use of iPads to upload information regarding the students in their class to improve accessibility and efficiency.  Bright 
Loops developed this educational technology in an app for such use.  Dr. Roberts was exposed to Learning Launch 
through EES parent Eileen Dury.  This organization supports edtech and learning-oriented start up companies in the 
Boston area. 

EES is participating in the Hour of Code.  The Hour of Code is designed to demystify the computer science field to 
children.  It encourages them to get involved and learned the basics.  This will be done at a developmentally appropriate 
level at EES.  If parents want to participate they can email Mr. BT who is seeking 2 volunteers per class.       

During the upcoming ½ day, professional development will focus on literacy, particularly reciprocal teaching for grades 3-5 
and phonics for the primary levels.  Dr. Roberts reminded parents that classroom teachers are no longer the faculty 
heading the WIN groups.  Other staff is involved with these smaller groups allowing the teacher to work with the rest of the 
students.   

Open Positions: 

Auction Marketing Coordinator:  Temporary position; January start through late March; write and disseminate press 
releases, print and distribute posters, schedule Town Hall sign usage and put up the notice, schedule students in the zone 
for opening and closing days, explore other marketing strategies; knowledge of QR code usage helpful, but not 
necessary; could be a shared position if two people want to work together  

Media Coordinator:  Send email blasts, create flyers, notifies local media as indicated, posts signage, maintains online 
updates for PTO sponsored events   

Enrichment Coordinator (open board position for the 2015-2016 academic year):  can shadow Sarah Wolf this year; 
organizer of enrichment committee and activities; grant writing a plus 

Later in the meeting discussed the concept of a Communication Committee to improve communication from teacher to 
parent, school to PTO, etc.  Can be explored further with Dr. Roberts.         

Messy Art Night Update: 

Melissa explained the event, how it has worked in the past and her plans/needs for this year.  The event hours will be 
modified from 5-8pm to 5-7pm.  The former co-chairs are unavailable.  Melissa is requesting assistance with planning and 



	  	  

coordinating the night.  Requested volunteers to keep any money raised during the evening separated to get a better idea 
of what different aspects of the event bring in.  Reminded attendee of the participants who donate their time for this event 
and encouraged patronizing these local businesses, particularly during the holiday season.  

Family Appeal Update:   

The goal was $7000 and 100% participation from EES families.  To date the appeal has raised $7400 with the help of 53 
families to help fund the enrichment activities sponsored by the PTO.  Attendees discussed a plan to include the Appeal in 
the upcoming newsletter along with a flyer to send home on Backpack Thursday reminding families they can still 
participate and get a tax deduction for 2014.  Kathy agreed to create the flyer. 

Businesses can still participate and are encouraged to contact Stacie Capotosto.      

January Fun Night Update: 

Sarah shared Marvelous Martin was coming to EES for a FREE Friday Night Family Night at EES January 9, 2015 from 
5:00-6:00pm in the Cafeteria for Math Blast 2015.  Marvelous Martin uses his signature rhyming text, excellent visuals, 
circus arts skills and magic tricks to explore math.  This is a fun, participatory and educational performance.  Go to 
www.marvmarv.com to learn more. 

Shea’s Night: 

Stacie shared her observations of our fundraiser evening at Shea’s Riverside Restaurant and Bar.  “Shea’s seemed very 
happy with our event this year.  Reservations of over 60 people were made prior to the event.  We had a representative 
there all night.  Their concern of keeping children under control was not an issue at all this year.”  Stacie coordinating with 
Carol at Shea’s, who has been on vacation, to get final total and make arrangement to pick up the check.     

Teacher Request Update: 

Theresa Whitman explored options for the recognition card idea brought forward to the PTO by teacher, Kim Field.  It will 
cost only $59.73 staying within the $500.00 budget allotted to create cards to recognize when students demonstrate the 
core values of ESS.   

4th grade teachers requested 10 electronic flashcards (5 for each class) in addition to their $100 previously allocated.  
Teachers found for $221.10 plus shipping and handing.  During the meeting these handheld devices were found less 
expensive on Amazon.  Stacie agreed to explore more cost effective options to obtain these educational resources.  A 
motion was carried to fund this request.     

Reminder: 

There are two upcoming meetings relating to the School Committee budget, one on 12/2/14 to discuss FY16 and the 
other 12/10/14 for the Public Budget Hearing. 

PTO Meetings:   

PTO meetings are held the 1st Monday of the month at 6:30pm.  Next PTO meeting is Monday, January 5, 2015 at 
6:30pm in the Staff Room at EES.     

Adjourned at 7:45pm. 

Prepared by Kathleen McKinnon, EES PTO Secretary 

 


