
PTO Meeting Minutes 
 

November 3, 2014 
 

Attendees: Stacie Capotosto, Kendra Dott, Rebecca Davis, Sarah Wolf, Jennifer Roberts, 
Michelle Campagna, Deanna Pierpan, Kim Field, Sandra Fitzgerald, Jenn Cort, Suzanne 
Bediz, Marnie Lawler, Diane Corrao, Teresa Whitman, Carol Mondello, Amy Dodge,  
 
Welcome/Introductions 
 
Approval of minutes from October 6 A motion was a made and passed to approve the 
minutes from October 6. 
 
Teacher Request from Kim Field: Teachers and staff want to start acknowledging kids 
for demonstrating core values. Paper badges would be sent home with students and also 
posted in the hallways. Would the PTO be willing to fund color copies at Staples? It will 
probably be about $0.98/sheet for cardstock, about $0.59/sheet for paper. We may be able 
to get it cheaper if someone contacts the corporate office. Also, would PTO members be 
willing to help cut them out and distribute to the teachers? Teresa Whitman offered to 
research other printing options to save money. She will communicate with Kim directly. 
Kim will fill out the funding request FORM and put it in the PTO mailbox 
 
A motion was made to fund the EES core value recognition program for students, not to 
exceed $500.00. 
 
Kim will fill out the funding request from and put it in the PTO mailbox. 
 
Principal's Report: Everything is moving along nicely, but in the interest of time 
Jennifer deferred to other agenda items. 
 
A motion was made to elect Deanna Pierpan to the board position of volunteer 
coordinator, motion carried. 
 
A motion was made to elect Michelle Campagna to the board position of treasurer, 
motion carried. 
 
Update of our Resolution of Lodge with the Ipswich Bank 
The current board of the Essex Elementary School PTO: 
Stacie Capotosto, President 
Kendra Dott, Vice President 
Michelle Campagna, Treasurer 
Kathy McKinnon, Secretary 
Sarah Wolf, Enrichment Coordinator 
Deanna Pierpan, Volunteer Coordinator 
 
 



Clam Race Recap: 
Marnie gave an update of the clam race. There were about 135 participants. The fun run 
was bigger, the relay was smaller and more spread out. There was a small glitch in that 
the school was not open on Saturday and therefore bathrooms were not available. We 
ended up having to open the school at the last minute. Because the school was open we 
were also able to access electricity for the DJ. In order to open the school the district has 
to sign off on it and there is a $300.00 fee. We also were not able to have music. As the 
race was held was on the same day as the Clam Fest some 5th Graders were volunteering 
and could not participate. A suggestion was made to coordinate with Fifth Grade teachers 
next year around the clam schedule. On the other hand, it is the only Saturday when there 
is no town soccer. There is a building use form that needs to be filled out if you are 
using the building. It was also really expensive to have the police presence, we received a 
bill for $400.00. Marnie recommended that for Friday fun night trainings kids NOT run 
the actual course, and instead practice running around the school. Marnie is not able to 
run the clam race next year but Kristen Bixby has agreed to take it on.  
 
Enrichment Update: The Enrichment Committee has allocated $24,020.33 for activities. 
We have received $1,750.00 in a grant from the Spaulding Fund, and have applied for an 
additional $1,119.00 in grants from the Essex Cultural Council and an additional $790.00 
grant from the Spaulding Fund. 
 
Shea's Night Out: Date has been changed to Thursday, November 20. Our next PTO 
event will be a Shea's night. We do the advertising, people need to make a reservation 
and say that they are there with the Essex PTO. We receive 10% of all sales as long as we 
have at least 20 participants. We have to market the event. They will post the event on the 
chalkboard in the restaurant and put it on their Facebook page. We can put out handouts 
and table tents. We can do some kind of raffle if we choose. There needs to be a 
representative from the organization all night. Deanna will create a sign-up genius in one 
hour blocks of time. We need a flyer to go home in the backpacks. Stacie has organized a 
marketing plan. 
 
PTO update will go out soon, let Kathy McKinnon know if you have any updates. 
 
PTO WEBSITE: Stacie is in the process of creating a new website using SquareSpace. 
She will also create an Essex PTO Facebook Group. 
 
Newcomer's Handbook: Jennifer Fitzgerald, MERSD staff member, is putting together 
a "Newcomer's Handbook" for new families. Sarah Wolf agreed to write a paragraph 
about the PTO for the handbook. 
 
GaGa Pit Update from Jen Cort: The PTO has agreed to use some of the playground 
funds to build a GaGa pit. Jen and Kristen Bixby researched the idea, worked with 
Jennifer Roberts to choose a spot for the pit, Karen Mouton (TM Landscaping) has 
offered to donate the turf (there will be some expense for preparation), Jen and Kristen 
have lined up volunteers to assemble. Mrs. Collins will take each class to learn how to 
use the GaGa pit. Mrs. Roberts has requested that for the first week we have a PTO 



volunteer available during morning and afternoon recess times to monitor the GaGa pit. 
We hope to install the GaGa pit by Monday, November 17.  
 
A motion was made to fund the purchase and installation of a GaGa pit near the Eagle's 
Nest, not to exceed $1,000.00. We will use the playground funds for this. 
 
Treasurer's Update: 
Family Appeal: We have received $6,058.63 from 48 families. Our goal is $7000.00. We 
will do one last push to try to reach the goal. A reminder should go in the PTO Update 
(Sandra will send it to Kathy),  
 
Business Appeal: We have received $2,200.00 from 9 businesses. 
 
Clam Fest: Our goal was to make $250.00, and we made $21, but paid $40 for the table. 
We are -$231.00 in our budget. 
 
Clam Race: Our goal was to make $2000.00; we made $739.00. We had more sponsors in 
previous years due to the wellness fair component, and there were more registrations in 
previous years because of the 5K. The expenses were about the same as in previous 
years. The main reason we switched to the fall was that in the spring it interfered with the 
auction, which is a major fundraiser. 
 
Teacher reimbursements: We had decided when preparing the budget to reduce the 
teacher budget from $100.00 to $85.00. A motion was made to restore the amount to 
$100. The motion was passed. 
 
Teacher Funding Request: Jennifer Roberts has filled out a budget request for the PTO 
to fund a holiday teachers' breakfast, not to exceed $250.00. A motion was made to fund 
this request. The motion was denied. 
 
STEM Update: Rebecca has been contacting people. The date is March 20. Some of our 
past presenters are not available. Rebecca applied grants to fund the inflatable whale, the 
drumming monkey, and "mad science." In the event that we don't get funding we may 
have to come up with other funding sources. We could consider charging for admission. 
Rebecca also needs volunteers to be on her committee. The high school robotics team 
does not have a competition that night, hopefully they will come. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20. 


